
Grade Level
Standards and

Curriculum Overview

Second Grade



 The California Department of Education has  adopted curriculum
standards for grades TK-12.  Click here for more information.

The purpose of this document is to provide parents and guardians
with an overview of the standards for their child's grade as well as
the curriculum used in PVSD classrooms.

O VERV I EW

https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/


E N G L I S H  L A NG UAGE  A RTS

Recount stories; ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of text
Identify the central message of text
Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges
Use the structure of a text including story elements to gain understanding
Compare and contrast the most important points in similar texts
Identify the main idea of text
Use the structure of a text including text features to gain understanding of text
Compare and contrast the most important points in similar texts
Know and apply grade level phonics and demonstrates word recognition
Read grade-level texts with accuracy and fluency using multiple strategies (e.g.
sounding out and rereading) in order to understand the text
Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about,
state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g.,
because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding
statement or section.
Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and
definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.
Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of
events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words
to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.

Second grade students will:



Demonstrates conventions of grammar when writing
Use collective nouns (e.g., group).
Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth,
mice, fish).
Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid,
told).
Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to
be modified.
Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences
(e.g., The boy watched the movie; The little boy watched the movie; The action
movie was watched by the little boy).

Demonstrates conventions of grade level spelling, capitalization, and punctuation
 Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names.
 Use commas in greetings and closings of letters.
Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives.
Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage badge; boy
boil).

Second grade students will:

W R I T I N G  A ND  LAN GU AGE



M A THE M AT IC S

Second grade students will:

Represent and solve problems using addition and subtraction
1. Use addition and subtraction within 100 to solve one- and two-step word problems
involving situations of adding to, taking from, putting together, taking apart, and
comparing, with unknowns in all positions, e.g., by using drawings and equations with a
symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem (required fluency for 2nd
grade).

Add and subtract within 20 (required fluency for 2nd grade)
2. Fluently add and subtract within 20 using mental strategies. By end of Grade 2,
know from memory all sums of two one-digit numbers. Work with equal groups

Understand place value
1. Understand that the three digits of a three-digit number represent amounts of
hundreds, tens, and ones; e.g., 706 equals 7 hundreds, 0 tens, and 6 ones. Understand
the following as special cases:

a. 100 can be thought of as a bundle of ten tens—called a “hundred.”
b. The numbers 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 700, 800, 900 refer to one, two, three,
four, five, six, seven, eight, or nine hundreds (and 0 tens and 0 ones).

2. Count within 1000; skip-count by 2s, 5s, 10s, and 100s. CA
3. Read and write numbers to 1000 using base-ten numerals, number names, and
expanded form.
4. Compare two three-digit numbers based on meanings of the hundreds, tens, and
ones digits, using >, =, and < symbols to record the results of comparisons.

Use place value understanding and properties of operations to add and subtract
5. Fluently add and subtract within 100 using strategies based on place value, properties
of operations, and/or the relationship between addition and subtraction.
6. Add up to four two-digit numbers using strategies based on place value and
properties of operations.



M A T H E M A T ICS(CONT INUED )

Add/subtract within 100

Second grade students will:

7. Add and subtract within 1000, using concrete models or drawings and strategies based
on place value, properties of operations, and/or the relationship between addition and
subtraction; relate the strategy to a written method. Understand that in adding or
subtracting three-digit numbers, one adds or subtracts hundreds and hundreds, tens and
tens, ones and ones; and sometimes it is necessary to compose or decompose tens or
hundreds.

7.1 Use estimation strategies to make reasonable estimates in problem solving. CA
8. Mentally add 10 or 100 to a given number 100–900, and mentally subtract 10 or 100
from a given number 100–900.
9. Explain why addition and subtraction strategies work, using place value and the
properties of operations.  

Measure and estimate length in standard units
1. Measure the length of an object by selecting and using appropriate tools such as rulers,
yardsticks, meter sticks, and measuring tapes.
2. Measure the length of an object twice, using length units of different lengths for the two
measurements; describe how the two measurements relate to the size of the unit chosen.
3. Estimate lengths using units of inches, feet, centimeters, and meters.
4. Measure to determine how much longer one object is than another, expressing the
length
difference in terms of a standard length unit.

Relate addition and subtraction to length
5. Use addition and subtraction within 100 to solve word problems involving lengths that are
given in the same units, e.g., by using drawings (such as drawings of rulers) and equations
with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem.
6. Represent whole numbers as lengths from 0 on a number line diagram with equally
spaced points corresponding to the numbers 0, 1, 2, . . . , and represent whole-number
sums and differences within 100 on a number line diagram

Single-digit sums and differences from memory by the end of 2nd grade



H I S T O R Y  S O C IA L  SC I EN CE

Second Grade

Students in the second grade are ready to learn about people who make a difference in
students’ own lives and who have made a difference in the past. They develop their own
identities as people who have a place in their communities. Students start their study of
people who make a difference by studying the families and people they know.  By
studying the stories of a diverse collection of families—such as immigrant families,
families with lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender parents, families of color, step- and
blended families, families headed by single parents, extended families, multigenerational
families, families with members having a disability, families from different religious
traditions, and adoptive families—students can both locate themselves and their own
families in history and learn about the lives and historical struggles of their peers.   In
addition, they learn to describe the absolute and relative locations of people, places, and
environments. Students learn to locate specific locations and geographic features in their
neighborhood or community.  In addition, they learn how to locate specific locations and
geographic features in their neighborhood or community. As part of their second grade
social science studies, students learn how they too can make a difference by engaging in
service-learning to improve their schools or communities.

Topics of Study:
Families Today and in the Past
Geography and Mapping Skills: People, Places, and Environments
Government Institutions and Practices 
Economics: People Who Supply Goods and Services 
Biographies of People Who Made a Difference



 S C I EN CE

Landscape Shapes
Landscape Materials
Landscape Changes
Biodiversity in Landscapes

Second Grade

The CA NGSS performance expectations for grade two organize themselves well
around a unifying theme of California landscapes . The year introduces the shapes of
the mountains, valleys, and coasts; plants and animals that live in them; the properties
of the rocks and materials that make them up; and the forces that cause them to
change . 

Instructional segments:



Second grade students will receive standards-based instruction using the State
Board of Education adopted materials noted below.

C U R R IC U LUM


